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"Teaching "Kintgugi' in the U.S."
-Fumifa Tanogaghira

We are pleased to introduce Fumika, a popular “Kintsugi~ artist.

Fumika was born in Osaka, studied design since her school days, and worked as a
digital modeler for a car manufacturer. After that, she worked as a technical
illustrator, designer, and e—commerce site (internet store) manager while learning
digital skills in Japan. In 2020, she moved to the U.S. after remarrying, and the
move with her 14—year—old daughter was not smooth sailing due to the Corona
disaster.

“"There were restrictions on going out, we were told to avoid meeting people as
much as possible, and many stores were closed. My daughter also did not attend
school for about a year due to online classes.

I started a kintsugi workshop using a food and beverage booth that is no longer
open for business in Corona, 2021. In the beginning, friends who sympathized with
the event helped me and many people participated, and [ felt that the restoration
technigue of “Kintsugi” would be accepted in the U.S. It has become one of my
jobs until now.

[ first encountered kintsugi around 2018. | had been fascinated by cutlery such as
Japanese swords and Japanese knives for more than 10 years at that time. [ was
very familiar with a culture that is unique in the world in Japan's long history. A
friend of mine who runs a design company taught me about kintsugi. | enjoyed the
“kintsugi place” where we exchanged information over wine and beer after work
in an inter—industry exchange, and | wanted to continue it in the U.S.”

—=What is Kintsugi?

"Kintsugi is a traditional Japanese technique of restoring broken vessels and
chipped areas and decorating them with gold.

We have people who have the following four purposes in our workshop.

1. To repair a broken piece and use it again.

2. To create a one—of—a—kind piece of art.

3, To mend and heal their broken dishes by using them to mend their broken
hearts and feelings of loss.

4, To learn about the culture of kintsugi (metal—jointing) and lacquer, and teach
others about it.

Local people bring their broken plates and pieces of dishes that are precious
mementos of their lives. | had an image of the U.S. as a place where people throw
things away when they break and buy new ones, but [ realized that this was very
different from the way I had imagined.

In 2022, my chronic illness worsened and [ was hospitalized and recuperated in
Japan for four months. | took a break from Kintsugi, but during that time, friends |
had just met in the U.S. were very warm and supported my family, for which I am
very grateful. I think it is thanks to my friends that | was able to come back here
and continue my kintsugi workshops.

Recently, more and more people are interested in our full-fledged lacquer classes,
which are different from the one—day classes in that we use natural materials,
learn about the properties of lacquer, and work slowly through several steps.
Many people come to the class because they want to heal themselves by repair-
ing little by little, or they want to learn the skill of repairing because they become
attached to the vessels they are repairing. Many of the participants also want to
learn the skills to repair vessels.”

—About Kintsugi experience

"It has already been three years since we started the Kintsugi workshop here.
Now, we have received inquiries from local libraries and corporations, and we have
more opportunities to teach kintsugi as a retreat event.

We have also started receiving many repair requests.

For example, repairing a broken vase that belonged to a deceased mother or a
cup made by a client's son that was broken. Family-related items give us a sense
of restoring family memories as well.

I was able to share stories with many people at the workshop, which made the
time very cheerful, and seeing everyone concentrating and enjoving themselves, |
felt as if ] was in a “community” that [ felt comfortable in when | was in Japan.”

——Advice for future Kintsugi members

"We now have volunteers who have become staff members, as well as people with
the same chronic illness who are unable to go out to work, helping as staff
members, and [ realize that our kintsugi workshops continue to be run with the
support of everyone.

We are currently training a local person and three instructors. Their passion and
enthusiasm encourages me to continue to share Japanese culture with them.”

Fumika travels not only to the U.S. but also to Hawaii and Japan for “kintsugi’
classes. We would like to ask her about her sword making skills next time.
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“Christmas for Peace”

e D
( Reiwa is the current era of Japan's

ﬁiﬂ official calendar. It began on 1 May

The Voice of
Rewnwwva Era

Since last summer, the media has been flooded with PR cam-
paigns by both the Democratic and Republican camps, with
the Democrats spending more than $1billion on their cam-
paign, the highest in U.S. history. However, it seems that
money cannot buy the presidency. Republican Trump won
handily, sweeping seven swing states, and was elected by
more than 2,000,000 popular and popular votes nationwide.
Trump's reelection was largely due to his reelection, but also
because there was significant support for the domestic policies
that the American people wanted.

On the other hand, Harris's platform only called for “abortion is
freedom,” and lacked policies that were relevant to the real
lives of the people. Even in foreign policy, Trump had the
support of the people, while Harris had no support. Currently,
the conflict between Israel and Hamas and the war between
Russia and Ukraine have caused many casualties and displaced
people. We hope that peace will come soon. Fortunately, with
the election of Trump, Hamas has negotiated peace with Israel,
and talks between Poutin and Trump seem to have begun
behind the scenes. | hope that peace will come to this earth
soon.

In the Old Testament, in the book of Zechariah, there are these
words. It is a very interesting record from 500 years before the
birth of Jesus Christ. "l will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and
the horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations; and his dominion shall
be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth."
The chariots, war horses, and battle bows in the text are weap-
ons of war. These weapons are removed from the village of
Ephraim and from the city of Jerusalem. It seems that there
was strife between these two cities at that time, but a certain

By Pastor: Toshio Maehara

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

.

One will come and take away these weapons and announce
peace to the peoples of the nations from the great river
(Euphrates Tigris) to the ends of the earth. The prophet Zechari-
ah said that the condition of peace begins with the taking away
of weapons. Two hundred and fifty years prior to Zechariah, the
prophet Zechariah said, "For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace." Here we are told that a son, a male child, will
be born to us, and he will be the Prince of Peace. Throughout
the history of Israel, the Old Testament has spoken of and
longed for world peace.

>

Two thousand years ago, the poor shepherds of the field cele-
brated the birth of Christ.

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to
those on whom his favor rests.”(Luke 2:14-15)

Many precious lives were lost in the war between Russia and
Ukraine, and many lives were lost in the conflict between Israel
and Hamas. Even now, around 150 civilians have been held
hostage by Hamas for more than a year. Once dead, their souls
will not return, and there must be no further loss of life. | hope
that the newly re-elected president, a world leader, will make a
serious effort and implement a peace policy "May peace be on
earth.”

There are many peace advocates, but few peace builders.
Christmas is coming soon, and | wish you and your family a time
of lively conversation and prayers for peace around the table.

Happy peaceful Christmas!
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