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Overcoming difficulties with humor!
-Sunny Seki

Sunny Seki is a multi—talented bilingual picture book author. His adaptation of a
Japanese folktale, The Tale of the Lucky Cat, was translated into Arabic and
selected as a recommended book by an American organization; his second, The
Last Kappa of Old Japan, sold out; and his third, Yuko—chan and the Daruma Daoll,
has been adopted as a teaching tool for Japanese classes in Australia.

Sunny Seki is currently inundated with lecture requests from schools and libraries
not only in L.A., but also from out of state. His latest book, Hokusai's Daughter,
about the daughter of Katsushika Hokusai, has just been published and was a big
hit at the Arizona Matsuri Japanese festival.

1 The Beginning: Tokyo, Japan

Sunny was born in Kita—ku, a suburb of Tokyo. In the Edo period (1603-1867), a
gardener who grew Somei—Yoshino cherry trees lived in this area, and when he
dug up his garden, he found many flowerpots. After World War I, there were
air—raid shelters in various places. In the postwar baby boomer era, Sunny longed
for the countryside to escape the rapidly—changing Tokyo.

His father, the son of a liquor store owner, wanted to be a painter, and was on the
verge of going to Paris to study when the war put a damper on his plans. When he
was in high school, he wrote a series of four—panel cartoons in the newspaper. His
atelier is his art collection. He worked as an administrative assistant at a junior
high school while also teaching painting and calligraphy. He often took Sunny to
art exhibitions, and thus influenced his son to pursue his own artistic interest.

Sunny’ s mother was a seamstress for a Ginza dressmaker who tailored clothes
for celebrities. A hard worker, she toiled late into the night on her sewing machine
to help the family make ends meet. Sunny’ s younger brother wanted to be a
medical doctor, and he is now a chiropractor.

Sunny loved to draw, but his father gave him only six crayons and told him to mix
and match them. This was very frustrating, but he did his best. When he was in
the fourth grade, the first prize in a drawing contest sponsored by Kita Ward was
a 24—color set of Pentel crayons. Sunny won first place and proudly showed his
prize to his father, who said, “You must learn that colors are infinite!”

2 Work in Japan

Sunny wanted to be a painter or a graphic designer, but his father, who had
experience, said, “You can’ t make a living as a painter! But you can succeed as a
photographer. This is a hard job, but if you choose this as yvour major, | will pay
your tuition.” So Sunny enrolled in the Photography Department at Nihon Univer—
sity's College of Art.

However, most of the aspiring artists were sons and daughters of rich people.
They came to school in trendy fashions, with 300000—-yen Leicas (high—end
German cameras) slung over their shoulders, and they drove their own cars. In
contrast, unable to rely on his father to pay for the photographic equipment and
developing prints needed for class, Sunny woke up as early as 4am, worked at the
Tsukiji fruit and vegetable market, and then went to school.

During his junior year, he worked part—time at the Japan Design Center Photog—
raphy Department in Ginza, which was shut down due to a strike. Top—class
designers, copywriters, and photographers worked there, and Sunny worked for
over two years as a photography assistant for major clients such as Toshiba,
Nikon, and Toyota. Here he was able to learn much from talented creators, new
products, and popular models.

Later, he worked at night photographing for a medium—sized advertising company,
and during the day studying at Kuwasawa Design School. However, he felt
frustrated that the creators around him always looked to the U.S. or Europe as
their role models. Every day he was overwhelmed with work, and there were
overworked people around him. Sunny felt that the only way for him to advance
was to escape and test himself by going outside the country!

3 Reason for coming to the U.S., why he chose to live in L.A., and how he met his
wife

At the hospital where his brother worked, Sunny was introduced to Mr. Kango
Takamura, an 86—year—old Issei from Kumamoto Prefecture, who was visiting
Japan from L.A. He was an artist who had worked as a photo editor for Hollywood
movies, and he said, “If you want to come to L.A. and study photography, I can
help you. But I can only do this I you change your hippie style. Cut your long hair,
throw away your zoot bag, and put on a suit. Then I'll find you a job. In America,
they won't trust you in that Beatles—like hippie outfit!”

So Sunny went to a barbershop and got a haircut, and in 1971 at age 24, he came
to the U.S. Mr. Takamura introduced him to his friend, Toyo Miyatake (famous for

his photo documentation of Manzanar Camp), who found him a job at a studio that
photographed furniture. Later, Sunny moved to an advertising photography studio
in Hollywood, where he worked for three years.

Then he met a college student named Judy, who was interested in Japanese
culture and language. He wanted to learn conversational English, so he hired her
as a tutor. After graduation, Judy went to Japan, where she taught English at
Kokoro—no—Tomoshibi English Center. After two years, she and Sunny got
married, and returned to Los Angeles. Sunny’ s wife is Judy, who lived in Kyoto
and speaks Japanese. They have nine children. ~to be continued~
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(February 27)
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Gyotaku Printing with Dwight
Hwang

Dates: Wednesday, March 5, 2025
Hours: 7:00pm-8:30pm ‘]

Location:

The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles
Hall (5700 Wilshire Blvd.,#100, Los
Angeles, CA 90036) Admission:
FREE RSVP Required jflainfo'at’jpf.go.jp
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The Voice of

The Virtues of the Japanese

— \
Reiwa is the current era of Japan's

=
$‘*ﬂ official calendar. It began on 1 May

Renwa Era

A long time ago, | went on a trip to Canada with my
parents. | still fondly remember touring the sights of
various places. We were looking at the scenery
through the binoculars my father had brought from
Japan, but unfortunately, we left them on a bench. It
was only for a short time, but by the time we realized
and went to get them, they had already disappeared.
They weren't particularly good binoculars, but | was
very sad that my parents' cherished binoculars had
gone missing, and | felt very sorry for them.

In Japan, dry cleaning businesses are based on the
trust they have with their customers. It is not uncom-
mon for money to be returned to you from the clothes
you have sent out to be cleaned. Living abroad has
made me realize how many things there are in this
country that are honest.

s it just me or is it normal overseas for you to forget
your watch in a hotel and then remember it an hour
later at the airport, and when you ask them to check
which room the watch is in, they never reply with “We
found it”. | really feel that the honesty of the Japanese
people is a great asset and treasure of Japan.

When | travel abroad, the thing | worry about most is
how much I'll have to tip. In Japan, taxis always use the
meter, no matter how short the distance, and they
always give you the exact change. This is extremely
rare in other countries. | truly believe that taxi drivers
in Japan are the most honest and diligent in the world.

By Bishop: Yuju Matsumoto

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
i the 126th Emperor of Japan.

This is an incident | saw at a shop in a station in Tokyo.
A man came in and said, “l think | left my wallet here a
while ago.” The shop assistant said nonchalantly, “Oh,
this must be it,” and handed it over, and the man took
it without hesitation, saying, “That's it, thank you.”

In this country, it is wrong to expect such a thing to
happen, and it is unthinkable that things you have lost
will be returned to you, not just wallets. There are so_
many people who are self-centered and don't think
about other people, who not only forget things but
also wander into other people's property and search
through things without a care in the world. If you are
unlucky, you will have to give up and think that you
were at fault for being careless.

A

“Do not take what is not given to you.” This is the defi-
nition of the precept of “Do not steal” from the ten
precepts (the ten good precepts) of a Buddhist. In
Japan, everyone from dry cleaners to hotel staff to taxi
drivers to station clerks effortlessly put this precept into
practice. It's amazing.

That being said, these days there are also people in
Japan who are so evil that they would even kill people
to get what they want. They are so evil that even the
demons of hell would be horrified (or perhaps they are
the blue demons). Where is Japan heading when
people kill other people to get a few tens of thousands
of yen? It's a hard world we live in.
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A Young Artist in Old Japan
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The Shichigosan celebration is a traditional commemorative event to celebrate
the growth of children who are three, five, and seven years old. However, there is

no rule that the visit day is only on November 15th as in the past, and recently in

order to avoid the crowds on that day, the visit is accepted all year round, as |

learned from a kimono dresser in Japan. In the spring weather around March, the
children's kimono outfits,
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% furisode with obi tying,
are so cute that you just
want to point your
camera at them.
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